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16th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    22nd/23rd July 

Day     Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday  12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

Angela Doman 
Bridget Reynolds 

Sunday  10.00 am  Otobong’s thanksgiving for successful 
academic year 

Monday  9.30 am Thomas Metcalfe 

Tuesday   No Mass 

Wednesday 10.00 am  Matthews & Daniels family  

Thursday   9.30 am Sr. Breda 

Friday 
 

9.00 am  
11.45 am 

Funeral Mass for Julie Lemathy 
Eucharistic Service 

17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    29th/30th July 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday 
 

12.30 pm  
6.00 pm 

People of Parish 
Rita Rogers 

SUNDAY  10.00 am  Thanksgiving for Greene family 

 

Please Pray for the sick; Anne Stapleton, Bridie Murphy, Sheila O’Reilly, Marion 
Levell, Peter McKernan, Mary Joyce, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, May Walker, 
Nirosha Pathiraja, Teresa Francis, Michael O’Connor, Marie Parish, William Parish, 
Michael O’Reilly, Julie Gallagher, Irene Nelson. 

 
The collection last weekend came to £404.84. 
Last weekend’s collection for the “Peter’s Pence” came to £179.02. 
Next weekend there will be July Fiver a month collection.  
 
 

First reading Wisdom 12:13,16-19 
 
There is no God, other than you, who cares for everything, 
to whom you might have to prove that you never judged unjustly; 
Your justice has its source in strength, 
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all. 
You show your strength when your sovereign power is questioned 
and you expose the insolence of those who know it; 
but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement, 
you govern us with great lenience, 
for you have only to will, and your power is there. 
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people 
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, 
and you have given your sons the good hope 
that after sin you will grant repentance. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 85(86):5-6,9-10,15-16 
 
O Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
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Second reading Romans 8:26-27 
 

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose words in order to pray 
properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into words, and 
God who knows everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he means, and that the pleas 
of the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
enlighten the eyes of our mind, 
so that we can see what hope his call holds for us. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel   Matthew 13:24-43 
 
Jesus put another parable before the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
man who sowed good seed in his field. While everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed 
darnel all among the wheat, and made off. When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the 
darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants went to him and said, “Sir, was it not good seed 
that you sowed in your field? If so, where does the darnel come from?” “Some enemy has done 
this” he answered. And the servants said, “Do you want us to go and weed it out?” But he said, 
“No, because when you weed out the darnel you might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both 
grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie 
it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my barn.”’ 
He put another parable before them, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which a man 
took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the 
biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and shelter in its 
branches.’ 
He told them another parable, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast a woman took and mixed 
in with three measures of flour till it was leavened all through.’ 
In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, he would never speak to them except in 
parables. This was to fulfil the prophecy: 
I will speak to you in parables 
and expound things hidden since the foundation of the world. 
Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain 
the parable about the darnel in the field to us.’ He said in reply, ‘The sower of the good seed is 
the Son of Man. The field is the world; the good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, 
the subjects of the evil one; the enemy who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the end of the 
world; the reapers are the angels. Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up and burnt in the 
fire, so it will be at the end of time. The Son of Man will send his angels and they will gather out 
of his kingdom all things that provoke offences and all who do evil, and throw them into the 
blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the virtuous will shine 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reflection 
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus offers three parables to describe the Kingdom of Heaven. He also 
explains why he speaks to the crowds in parables and interprets the parable of the sower for the 
disciples. This reading is a continuation of Jesus’ discourse that we began reading last Sunday. 
All three parables use commonplace experiences to describe aspects of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The first parable is longer and more detailed than the next two, and it alerts us to the two-fold 
reality of the Kingdom of Heaven. The beginnings of the Kingdom of Heaven can be found in this 
world. The fruition of the Kingdom of Heaven, however, will not be realised until the final 
judgment. In the meantime, as Jesus’ explanation to the disciples cautions, any effort to judge 
the progress of the Kingdom of Heaven is premature. Only God, in the final judgment, will 
distinguish the fruit of the Kingdom of Heaven and offer its reward. 
The second and third parables call to our attention the abundance that will result from the small 
beginnings of the Kingdom of Heaven. Just as a mustard seed—the smallest of all seeds—will 
become a large bush, so too God will bring his Kingdom to full bloom. As a small amount of yeast 
will leaven the entire batch of bread, so too God will bring about the expansion of his Kingdom. In 
each case the image is of the superabundance that God brings out of even the smallest of signs 
of the Kingdom. 
Contained within these parables are words of caution as well as words of consolation. In the 
parable of the sower we are warned against judging others. To judge and uproot the “weeds” 
prematurely will harm the wheat; final judgment rests with God. In the parables of the mustard 
seed and the yeast, we are consoled by the message that God can work wonders and produce 
abundance from even the smallest beginnings of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish News 
 
SEHION PIECE 
 
SACRED HEART CHURCH WEBSITE Please mark this website and view it regularly. You can 
see a report by our Young people who went on Brightlights. Also get others to look at it and at 
our facebook page. 
 
KINGDOM WARRIORS Young adults are invited to join our young adults group called the 
Kingdom Warriors. They meet each Tuesday at 6.30 pm at St. Vincent’s Church in Nechells 
Parkway, B7 4JY for Lectio Divina. At present they are studying St. Matthew’s Gospel. 
 
GIFT AID If you are a taxpayer, please see Chris Brown and he will be able to arrange for us to 
claim money you have paid to the taxman back for the Church with no pain to yourself. 
 

 



What’s going on in the Diocese 
 
Tabor House, Birmingham’s only permanent night shelter for homeless people, is opening 
in September. Could you volunteer as a host or mentor. Contact Christy Acton on 01675 434064 
to find out more. 
 
THE ANNUAL APF – MILL HILL MISSION MASS is this Sunday 23rd July at 11.00 am at St. 
Chad’s Cathedral. Our Archbishop will be the principal celebrant.  
 
CENTENARY VISITATION OF THE NATIONAL PILGRIM VIRGIN STATUE OF OUR LADY OF 
FATIMA to St. Chad’s Cathedral over the weekend 29th/30th July together with relics of St. 
Jacinta and St. Francisco. There will be a Mass at 4.30 pm on Saturday 29th July celebrated by 
Archbishop Bernard followed by the crowning of the statue. See notice on board for more details. 
 
THE BIRMINGHAM CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC CONFERENCE is 7th -11th August. Keep those 
dates free. More information later.  http://www.bccrc.org.uk/  
 
Pilgrimage to Fatima Celebrate the centenary of Fatima this November with fellow pilgrims from 
the diocese. Departing 26th November spend 4 nights in a 4* hotel on a half board basis. Flights 
included from Birmingham. Early bird offer of £485 available until 15/08/2017. To find out more 
visit aglowpilgrimages.com/fatima or call 0800 689 4792. 
 
FERTILITY CARE Life Fertility Care offer treatment for infertility and miscarriage. There are 
leaflets about it at the back of church. If you know anyone needing help, please take a leaflet or 
visit www.lifefertilitycare.co.uk  
 
CATHOLIC CERTIFICATE OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES Why not study the faith in greater depth 
so that you can communicate it more effectively? See notice on notice board in church and/or go 
to www.brs-ccrs.org.uk or phone 0207 901 1900. 
 
Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single Catholics of all ages (over 18 years) 
meet other single Catholics, either one to one or through social events. For further information 
visit www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 941 3498 

 
St Mary’s College, Oscott wishes to appoint an Academic Office Administrator, with experience 
of administration, preferably in an educational context, and with very good IT skills. This role 
combines office based administrative responsibilities with support and assistance to the teaching 
staff and seminarians. Further details available at http://www.oscott.net 
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